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SEPTEMBER MEETING:
The September meeting took the form  of a M em bers’ Night, when 
short addresses were given by three of our members: M r. F . Healy on 
“The Hoskins Fam ily;” M r. W. A. Bayley, “A n Introduction to ‘The 
Children’s Illaw arra,’ ” and M r. A. P. Fleming, “Postscript for a Pilot.” 
A  brief summary of M r. H ealy’s address follows, and we hope to report 
the other addresses in later Bulletins.
THE HOSKINS FAMILY:
Charles H enry Hoskins, a native of London, was brought to Australia 
by his parents at the age of two in 1853. As a young m an he became a 
partner with his brother G. J. Hoskins in a general engineering business 
in Sydney, which in course of time came to  specialise in the m anufacture 
of iron and steel pipes. In  1908 they took over the Lithgow ironworks 
of W illiam Sandford, which they m odernised and expanded, producing 
steel and pig-iron on the largest scale attem pted until then in Australia. 
The search for high-quality coke for these works led to  the acquisition of 
their first Illaw arra property at Wongawilli.
Charles Hoskins in 1919 bought out his brother’s interest in the 
company, and form ed a new company, Hoskins Iron  and Steel, which 
made extensive additions to the Lithgow works and expanded production 
still further. However, the exhaustion of inland iron-ore deposits in New 
South Wales, and the high freight costs, led to a decision to move the works 
to Port Kembla.
Before this could be put fully into effect Charles Hoskins died (1 9 2 6 ), 
but his work was carried on by his sons Cecil (afterw ards Sir Cecil) and 
A rthur Sidney Hoskins. In  1928 the first Port Kem bla blast furnace, then 
the largest in Australia, was com pleted and blown-in. The same year the 
Hoskinses form ed a new company, A ustralian Iron  and Steel L td., which 
seven years later m erged its interests with B .H .P. Lim ited, the operator of 
the other big A ustralian steelworks, at Newcastle.
The Hoskins brothers continued, as managing director and as m ana­
ger and a director respectively, to  take an active part in the control and 
operation of the A .I.S. works for many years, and were also active in many 
forms of service to the community. I t  is appropriate that the family’s name 
should be perpetuated in  the works to whose creation and development 
they contributed so largely.
